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(57)Abstract; 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To build an economical communication 
system between Ethernet devices and to independently select the up 
and down interface speed in the interactive communication between 
the Ethernet devices. 

SOLUTION: A high-speed Ethernet interface is shared among several 
Ethernet devices by branching and copying the output of the high- 
speed Ethernet interface. The Ethernet device at which a copy of 
Ethernet packets has arrived receives Ethernet packets including its 
address and discards the other packets. 
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